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Flood Damage Reduction
Section 205 of the Flood Control Act of 1948, as amended

Authority and Scope
Section 205 of the Flood Control Act of 1948, as amended, provides authority for the Corps of Engineers to construct
projects (either structural or nonstructural) to reduce damages caused by flooding. This authority focuses on solving local
flood problems in urban areas, towns and villages.

What the Corps of Engineers Can Do
Under the Section 205 Program, the Corps of Engineers can provide for local protection from flooding by the construction
or improvement of flood control works. The types of studies and/or projects, which are tailored to be site specific, are
either structural or nonstructural. Structural projects include levees, channel improvements, small dams and floodwalls.
Nonstructural measures reduce flood damages by changing the use of floodplains or by accommodating existing uses to the
flood hazard. Examples include flood proofing, relocation of structures, and flood warning and preparedness systems. The
Corps of Engineers oversees planning, design, and construction of flood risk management projects in close coordination
with the project sponsor.
Before the federal government can participate in implementing a Section 205 project, a planning study must be conducted
to determine if the project is economically justified (benefits exceed the costs), technically feasible, and environmentally
acceptable.

Program Costs
The feasibility study is initially 100 percent federally funded up to $100,000. Any study costs over $100,000 are cost shared
50-50 between the Corps and the local sponsor. The sponsor’s 50 percent can consist of any combination of cash and inkind services. Once the feasibility study is complete, the remaining project cost is shared 65 percent federal and 35 percent
non-federal. The sponsor’s 35 percent share (minimum 5 percent cash) of the total project implementation cost consists of
cash and Lands, Easements, Rights-of-way, Relocations, and Disposal areas (LERRDs) necessary for project construction.
If the value of the LERRDs plus the minimum 5 percent cash contribution does not equal or exceed 35 percent of the project
cost, the sponsor must pay the additional amount necessary so that the sponsor’s total contribution equals 35 percent of the
project cost. The federal investment in the solution is limited to a maximum of $10 million per project.

Project Sponsor Responsibilities
Formal assurance in the form of a Project Partnership Agreement must be executed with the project sponsor prior to
final design and construction of the project. The Corps of Engineers would oversee project construction; however, once
construction is complete, the project is turned over to the sponsor for ownership and the operation and maintenance of the
project would become the responsibility of the project sponsor. Some states have programs to help local communities with
their portion of cost-shared study and construction costs.

Requesting Assistance
For additional information or to request assistance under the Section 205 Program, please send requests to:
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha District
CENWO-PM-AA; Attn: Chief, Plan Formulation Section
1616 Capitol Avenue
Omaha, NE 68102
cenwo-planning@usace.army.mil
A sample Section 205 Request for Assistance Letter can be downloaded at
http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/Planning/ProjectAuthorities/ContinuingAuthorities.aspx
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